Our YBs can be councilors

Sarawak is under separate laws, therefore not affected by Federal decision: Manyin

The Federal Cabinet’s decision to bar elected representatives from becoming councilors of local municipalities does not apply to Sarawak, Environment and Public Health Minister Datuk Michael Manyin said.

He added that the appointments of elected representatives were still allowed for the posts of “walikota” or council chairman in the state.

Manyin told reporters yesterday Sarawak was not affected by Federal decision because the State, as well as Sabah, had separate laws.

“We are not a member of the council (for local authorities) in the Peninsula.  Even though I attend its meetings, I always do so as an observer.  We have our own laws and ruls here…so that decision does not apply to us.”

They are Padawan Municipal Council chairman Tan Joo Phoi (Batu Kawa assemblyman), Samarahan District Council Walikota Frederick Bayoi (Kedup assemblyman), Sibu Municipal Council chairman Tiong Thai King (Lanang Member of Parliament) and Limbang District Council Walikota Dr Abdul Rahman ISmail (Bukit Kota assemblyman).

Manyin said even after the current term of councilors expired on Dec 31, the present system in the State would be maintained.

Tan and Tiong are both members of the Sarawak United People’s Party, while Bayoi and and Dr. Rahman are from Parti Pesaka Bumiputera Bersatu Sarawak.

The Federal Cabinet had decided to impose the restriction on elected representatives at its meeting last Wednesday following the controversy, involving Pelabuhan Klang assemblyman Datuk Zakaria Md. Deros.

Zakaria was a councilor of the Klang Municipality and he had build a lavish bungalow without the approval of the local authority.

Minister in the Prime Minister’s Department , Datuk Seri MOhamad Nazri Aziz, told reporters after the meeting if a councilor was an elected representative, he could try to pressure the council chairman who were usually district officers.

He also said the Federal Cabinet would study similar restrictions on the children of elected representatives.

Zakaria’s son and daughter in law were also councilors in the Klang Municipal Council.

Kuching City bags two international awards
Kuching City has done Malaysia proud by bagging two awards at the Alliance for Healthy Cities (AFHC) biannual conference in Suzhou, China, on Oct 30.

The capital of Sarawak received the Award for Pioneers in healthy Cities Creative Organisational Development 2006 and the Arwad for Progress of healthy Cities With Good Performance 2006.

Both awards were presented to the Chief Minister Pehin Sri Abdul Taib Mahmud at his office in Wisma Bapa Malaysia here yesterday by the Kuching City South Mayor Chong Ted Tsiung and Kuching City North Datuk Bandar Abdul Hamid Yusof.

Also present at the function were Environment and Public Health Minister Datuk Michael Manyin, Assistant Minster in the Chief Minister’s Department Datuk Daud Abdul Rahman and Deputy State Secretary (Planning and Development) Datuk Mohd Morshidi Abdul Ghani. 

Morshidi told reporters that Kuching first won the Healthy City Award in 2002.  He explained that as a Healthy City, the good practices under the programme must be sustained and developed.

Statement released to the press at the function said that in addition to its State and national roles in promoting healthy cities, officers from Kuching had helped cities in Cambodia, Laos, Mongolia and the Philipines.

Officers from Kuching have also contributed ideas and shared experiences in healthy cities conference in Australia, Canada and London; and they have published articles on healthy setting in international poor-reviewed journals.

Kuching City has participatede in the Healthy Cities programme, which is under the World Health Organisation, (WHO), since 1994.   And since then, Kuching City has been referred to as Model Healthy City in the Western Pacific Region by WHO.

The Healthy City programme is implemented here by an interagency committee.  Besides Kuching, Johor Bahru is the other Malaysian city participating in the programme.

Kuching City was the host city for the 1st Asean Healthy Cities Conference in une 2002 and led the first General Assemblyman of AFHC in October 204.

In a separate development, the Malaysian Urban Indicators Network (MURNInet) has ranked Kuching City North and South as the second and third sustainable cities in Malaysia respectively last year. The top city was Malacca, while Johor Bahru came in seventh.

MURNInet was created by the Federal Department of Town and Country Planning to measure how sustainable were development in towns and cities in Malaysia area.  The evaluation for 2006 is now underway and it will cover 39 towns and cities.

The department’s director general Datuk Mohd Fadzil Mohd Khir was reported in the New Sunday Times as saying that the evaluation system was an important guide for authorities and planner to cater to the needs of rapidly growing urban population with limited space and resources. 

“More people in towns means more facilities and better maintenance.  This also means we’ll need more money, face worse environmental problems and compete for fewer jobs. The evaluation shows local authorities the weaknesses and what they have to do to make city living better and more balanced,” said Fadzil.

In the rating for last year, Malacca scored 82.8 percent, followed by Kuching North with 78.7 per cent and Kuching South with 76.5 per cent.  A rating of 80 per cent and above is sustainable, 50 per cent to 80 per cent is moderately sustainable, and 50 per cent and below is unsustainable. 

