Environement-Conciuos pupils earn place in Book of Records

Pupils and student of Chung Hua schools here have earned a place in the Malaysia Book of Records by collecting 293.15 metric tones of old newspapers in just one day.

On July 4, the pupils from Chung Hua Primary School No. 1 to 6 and students of Chung Hua Middle School No. 1,3 and 4 pooled their strength to smash the last entry of the Book of Records which stood at a mere 90.32 metric tonnes.

The Malaysia Book of Records had officially recognized the feat and had presented the Board of Management of Chung Hua Primary School No. 1 to 6, and the Board of Management of Chung Hua Middle School No 1, 3 and 4 with a certificate yesterday.

The project was jointly organized by the Boards of Management with the Kuching City South Hall (MBKS), Syarikat Preserve Green Sdn Bhd and Malaysian Newsprint Industries Sdn Bhd (MNI).

Assistant Food Industries and Local Government Minster Datuk David Teng, who was representing Environment and Public Health Minister Datuk Michael Manyin, yesterday officiated at the presentation of the certificate as well as prizes for the schools that collected the most old newspapers.

The Malaysia Book of Records certificates were handed over by MNI general manager Chu Chiu Loc as its representative.

Also present at the function were Kuching City South Mayor Chan Seng Khai, who is also the Chung Hua Middle School Board of Management chairman, MBKS Deputy Mayor Mohd Amin Hassan, City Secretary Chan Kay Beng, Board of Management of Chung Hua Primary School chairman Dr. Chou Chii Ming, and the projects organizing chairman, Lam Kim Thong. 

The mayor said that the project was the first to have been organized here and it aimed to raise the awareness, empathy and care towards the environment of the schools and companies in bringing environmental awareness to the community.

“I sincerely believe that if more schools were to emulate the Board of Management of Chung Hua Schools’ Vision of a healthier, safer and more environmentally conscious community, our world would be a much nicer place to live in and it would be much easier for Kuching to achieve its goal as one of the most livable and quality cities in the world,” said Chan.

Dr. Chou, meanwhile, said that he believed that the project had inculcated among the young the love of nature and environment protection.

“Environment protection needs the participation of every citizen because everyone protector or breaker,” he said.

“It is the social responsibility of our school board to actively encourage our pupils to take part in the environment protection project such as this old newspaper collection.”

He said all 302 teachers and staff of the six primary schools and their 7,936 pupils had taken part in the project.

“I assure our Council of the City of Kuching South that we shall give you the utmost support in all your efforts to make Kuching City beautiful and clean,” said Dr. Chou.

The school collected the bulk of the old newspapers was Chung Hua Middle School No. 1 at 117.9 metric tones.

It received, among other things, a cash prize of RM1, 000, a computer incentive worth RM6, 000 and a special certificate from the Malaysia Book of Records.  

